
 

 

SPEAKERS 
 
 

 

Ryan Howells, CARIN Alliance 

Ryan Howells is a Principal at Leavitt Partners. Ryan has worked with the White House, VA, 

CMS, CCIIO, ONC, & OCR on health care issues & is a frequent speaker at major industry 

events. Ryan currently helps lead the CARIN Alliance, a multi-sector, public-private alliance 

focused on providing consumers digital access to their health information. Ryan is also a 

member of CMS’ Medicaid Information Technology Architecture (MITA) Governance Board 

and board observer for a major technology company. Ryan received his master’s in health 

administration from USC where he was a Dean’s Merit Scholar & bachelor’s degree in English 

from BYU. 

 

David Johnson, The Customer Revolution in Healthcare: Delivering Kinder, Smarter, 

Affordable Care for All 

David Johnson is a healthcare thought leader, author, speaker, and strategic advisor to 

organizations busting the status-quo to reform our healthcare system. He applies his 25+ 

years of investment banking in healthcare to push industry change through incumbent and 

upstart organizations. Johnson identifies ways the industry must change so Americans 

receive better care and health. Johnson’s journalism degree, African Peace Corp service, 

and master’s from Harvard’s Kennedy School of Public Policy provide a unique perspective 

on the economics and purpose of this industry. 

Johnson's independent voice calls out what’s broken in the U.S. health system and how that's damaging our health 

and economy. His latest book, The Customer Revolution in Healthcare: Delivering Kinder, Smarter, Affordable Care 

for All (McGraw-Hill 2019) outlines the forces and leaders creating a transformative revolution now and lays out a 

path to the healthcare system Americans deserve. The Revolutionary Healthcare we deserve is focused on 

customers, people who want the right care at the right time and the right place at the right price, and delivers better 

outcomes. 

 

Mitchell Josephson, KLAS Research 

Mitchell Josephson has been with KLAS for the past 7 years and has spent the last 

decade working with healthcare organizations and HIT technology vendors to improve 

patient care.  Currently Mitchell helps to lead research efforts to help shine a light on how 

to curb the impact of the EHR on clinician burnout, lack of efficiency, and frustration in 

delivering care. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Stephen Konya, ONC 

Stephen Konya joined the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) in the fall 

of 2015, as the Senior Innovation Strategist for the Office of the National Coordinator for 

Health IT (ONC). In addition to developing the Agency’s external and internal innovation 

strategy, he also serves as a key liaison for innovation related projects and challenges, 

specifically targeting engagement opportunities with the healthcare startup and investor 

communities. In this role, Mr. Konya has led several key ONC projects, including the national 

Health IT Playbook, the ONC Patient Engagement Playbook for Providers, the SMART App 

Gallery, the FHIR at Scale Taskforce (FAST) Initiative, and is a founding Co-Chair of the 

Together Health Collaborative. 

Prior to his position with the Federal Government, he served concurrently as Chief of Staff, Chief Operating Officer, 

and Chief Results Officer for the Illinois Department of Public Health. Where he was tasked with leading the agency's 

Innovation and Open Data strategy, and was appointed Chair of the Open Data sub-committee under the IL Alliance 

for Health, a CMMI State Innovation Model (SIM) planning grant. Other assignments included being appointed to the 

IL Commission on the Elimination of Poverty, and Co-Chair of the Illinois Workforce Investment Board’s (IWIB) 

Healthcare Taskforce. 

Previously, Mr. Konya served as the Chief of Staff for the IL Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity, 

and CFO of the IL Human Rights Commission. He holds a BBA in Finance and International Business from Loyola 

University of Chicago, and was both a Fellow and Mentor of the Mid-America Regional Public Health Leadership 

Institute (MARPHLI) program, at the University of Illinois-Chicago (UIC), School of Public Health. 

 

Eric Langshur, AVIA 

Eric Langshur is the co-founder and Managing Partner of Abundant Venture Partners, a 

purpose-based incubator focused on improving the human condition by creating companies 

that improve Human Wellness, Human Performance and Human Engagement. Eric is also the 

founder and CEO of AVIA, the nation’s leading healthcare innovation network. 

A values-based entrepreneur, Eric has founded 12 companies and has served as a director of 

multiple private and public companies, including AVIA, Life XT, Transparent Media and Bally 

Total Fitness. 

Eric was an early leader in the digital health and media fields, as the founder of CarePages (sold to Steve Case), 

founder of Rise Health, (sold to Best Doctors), Frequency 540 (sold to Publicis Groupe) and Ardent.io (sold to 

Publicis Groupe). Before transitioning to values-based entrepreneurship, Eric held top corporate executive positions 

at both United Technologies Corporation and Bombardier Aerospace. 

Throughout his career Eric has also been actively involved in community leadership roles. He serves on the boards of 

The Joint Commission and the Center for Transforming Healthcare. Eric also serves on the board of HopeLab, the 

Omidyar Group’s foundation to improve the health and well-being of adolescents and young adults. He is also past 

Chairman of Nutmeg Big Brothers/Big Sisters and director of DC based National Family Caregiver Association. 

Eric is a New York Times best-selling author. His book “Start Here: Master the Lifelong Habit of Wellbeing” was 

published by Simon and Schuster: North Star Way in 2017 and has been translated and released internationally by 

Hachette/Larousse. 

 



 

 

 

 

Edwin Lomotan, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) 

Edwin Lomotan, MD, FAAP, FAMIA serves as Physician and Chief of Clinical Informatics for 

the Division of Digital Healthcare Research in the Center for Evidence and Practice 

Improvement at the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ). He currently leads 

AHRQ’s clinical decision support (CDS) initiative, which aims to advance evidence into 

practice through CDS and to make CDS more shareable, standards-based, and publicly-

available. Prior to his current position at AHRQ, Dr. Lomotan was Health IT Branch Chief in 

the Office of Quality and Data in the Bureau of Primary Health Care at the Health Resources 

and Services Administration (HRSA). While at HRSA, he led the Health Center-Controlled 

Network grant program, which aims to improve health care quality through health IT at community health centers 

across the country. Dr. Lomotan is board-certified in pediatrics and clinical informatics. He received his medical 

degree from the University of Pittsburgh. He completed his pediatrics residency and informatics fellowship at Yale 

University. He also spent several years in community pediatric practice in Connecticut before joining Federal service 

in 2010. 

 

Dale Sanders, Health Catalyst 

Dale Sanders has been involved in complex data fusion and high-risk decision support for 

over 30 years, starting as a Command, Control, Communications, and Intelligence (C3I) 

officer in the US Air Force, supporting nuclear warfare operations for the Strategic Air 

Command. He served as a member of SAC’s emergency airborne command post, the 

Looking Glass. His team provided C3I support for the Reagan-Gorbachev Summits in the 

1980s. In 1988, he found a backdoor into the President’s Joint Chiefs of Staff Alerting Network 

(JCSAN) and, to prove that it could be done, hacked into that system from a public pay phone 

in a bar.  

Following the Air Force, he went to work for TRW, in the space and defense sector. He specialized in the decision 

support of nuclear weapons surety– the combined fields of security and safety. His team developed the world’s 

largest data warehouse at the time, which supported nuclear weapons management. He developed a design pattern 

for data warehouses called “late binding” also now known as “schema on read.” His team was engaged by the 

National Security Agency to conduct threat assessments on the US nuclear command system, from the President to 

the warhead. He designed a computer-aided decision support system for the President and National Command 

Authorities to aid them during the warning phase of a nuclear attack, particularly the elimination of false positives and 

negatives. This project led to his interest in computer-aided decisions in healthcare. 

Since then, he has become recognized as a leader in healthcare analytics and decision support. He served as the 

Chief Architect of Enterprise Data Warehousing and Director of Medical Informatics at Intermountain Healthcare. 

From there, he went on to academic medicine as CIO at Northwestern University and, from there, into public health 

as the CIO for the national health system of the Cayman Islands. He currently serves as the CTO at Health Catalyst, 

headquartered in Salt Lake City. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Julia Skapick, NACHC 

Julia Skapik is the Medical Director, Informatics for NACHC and a board-certified Internist 
and Clinical Informaticist. Dr. Skapik is an ongoing leader in HIT standards development 
through her work with several HL7 workgroups and is a member of the HL7 Board of 
Directors. She is the Chief Medical Informatics Officer for Logica Health (formerly the Health 
Services Platform Consortium), which addresses gaps in common data definitions, 
governance, and HIT infrastructure that limits interoperability. She came to NACHC after a 
stint as the Chief Health Information Officer for Cognitive Medical Systems, where she 
supported federal and private healthcare efforts including military health, care coordination, 
and clinical quality improvement. During her role as the Senior Medical Informatics Officer at 

ONC, Dr. Skapik developed expertise in broad HIT stakeholder coordination and engagement, standards 
development, terminology, ONC certification, and electronic clinical quality measure (eCQM) and clinical decision 
support development. Dr. Skapik was instrumental in the development of the National Library of Medicine Value Set 
Authority Center (VSAC), the ONC Common Clinical Dataset (now US Core Dataset for Interoperability), the 
Electronic Clinical Quality Improvement Resource Center, the ONC/CMS Jira Issue Tracker, and the CMS eCQM 
Governance Workgroup. 

 

 


